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Ulster County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

Land Uses and Development Trends Worksheet Update    

Ulster County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Worksheet #3 

Performing an assessment of Land Uses and Development Trends is one step of a FEMA-
approved hazard mitigation plan update.  This look into the future is important because 
development in hazard areas could put more assets at risk and, in turn, could work to increase 
potential disaster-related damages at a time when the mitigation plan’s purpose is to reduce the 
potential for damages emanating from natural disasters. Land uses and development trends are 
based on the construction of new buildings, demolition of old buildings, or the planning, zoning 
or subdivision of new areas for development.  A stagnant or decreasing population alone is not 
reason for stating that no development has occurred unless backed up by a lack of 
development.   

An evaluation of land uses and development trends was undertaken by each participating 
jurisdiction as part of the development of the initial plan.  Excerpts from the 2009 Plan’s Land 
Uses and Development Trends section are included in the pages to follow, documenting your 
community’s prior feedback.  Please review your community’s feedback shown in the table on 
the pages to follow, and identify any changes that have occurred since that time.  Feedback 
should be returned to URS Project Manager Anna Foley at anna.foley@urs.com. If you have 
questions or need help, please email Anna or give her a call at 973-883-8562. 

Please check box A or B below.    

□  A)  I certify that I have reviewed my community’s feedback from the 2009 Land 

Uses and Development Trends assessment and that all information 
previously provided is still current. (If checking box A, then please return only 
this cover page.) 

  B)   I certify that I have reviewed my community’s feedback from the 2009 

Land Uses and Development Trends assessment and that any information 
that has changed since that time is clearly shown on the attached markup. 
Any supporting comments I would like to note are indicated in the lines 
below. (If checking box B, then please return this completed cover page and any 
pages with markups.)

No response feedback was provided regarding Land Use and Development 
Trends by the Town of New Paltz in 2009.  Amendments to the Zoning Code, 
the Subdivision Code and the Flood Damage Prevention Code section of the 
Town Code were enacted on May 20, 2010 to adopt the most recent FIRM 
mapping, to minimize the potential losses due to periodic flooding, and to 
regulate new development and restrict modifications or expansion of existing 
structures in Special Flood Hazard Areas.  

Name:____David B. Clouser, PE, LS 

Title:_____Consultant Town Engineer 

Representing:____Town Engineer of the Town of New Paltz 

Email and Phone:___dbsea@dcaengrs.com     (845) 256-9600  ext. 202 
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Your plan name Ulster County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Your community name TOWN OF NEW PALTZ

Community action number TOWN OF NEW PALTZ #1

Assessing the Risk

Hazard(s) addressed FLOODING

Risk finding Users of the Ohioville area experience service interruption during periods of heavy 

rain and flooding.

Describing the Action 

Action category STRUCTURE/ INFRASTRUCTURE project

Action type FLOODPROOFING

Action description Sewer plant must be replaced and at a higher elevation on the property to avoid 

inundation by flood waters

Existing, future &/or NA Addresses current infrastructure and allows for expansion of system

Evaluating the Action

Losses avoided

(i.e., benefits)

Avoid inundation by flood waters causing inoperable sewer for  residents and 

businesses and discharging untreated waste into a Class D stream

Cost estimate  $1,811,250.00 

Cost effectiveness

(i.e., benefit/cost)

The restructuring of the sewer plan and its collection system will move this critical 

local infrastructure beyond the impacts of sever weather events and wetland 

overflows which threaten the system's viability.

Technical Technically feasible.  Problem solved for the long-term.

Political No issues

Legal No legal issues

Environmental No adverse environmental effects because it will solve the overflow into the Class 

D Stream

Social Does not adversely affect any particular social group.  Will help all users, 

residential and businesses, eliminate the problem

Administrative capability Will need 2 persons to administer project once designed and approved by State 

Agencies

Local champion Water/sewer supervisor

Other community objectives Will enable future commercial growth within the district

Implementing the Action

Priority HIGH

Local planning mechanism LOCAL STATE AND FEDERAL CODES RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Responsible party SUPERVISOR

Potential funding sources GRANTS AND LOW INTEREST LOANS

Time line 1 YEAR

Reporting on Progress
Action progress status The Town Engineer has investigated a replacement state-of-the-art treatment 

process system that can be installed on the property without disruption of service 

to the existing users.  A Preliminary Engineering Report for this replacement 

system has been prepared for the Town and waits funding to allow its 

implementation. THE TOWN HAS APPLIED FOR A HMGP GRANT.

Action Worksheet 

FEMA Region II Mitigation Planning – Draft Handout 06 as of 02/22/13 
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Your plan name Ulster County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Your community name TOWN OF NEW PALTZ

Community action number TOWN OF NEW PALTZ #2

Assessing the Risk

Hazard(s) addressed Flooding

Risk finding Inability for emergency services to reach residents during flooding on Cragswood Road 

because the road dips below the BFE.

Describing the Action 

Action category Infrastructure project

Action type Floodproofing

Action description Elevate roadway and install culverts under Cragswood Road where the road dips near the 

Railtrail  which will allow water to pass under the roadway and allow access to the 

neighborhood 

Existing, future &/or NA Will allow existing structures to be re-build if substantially damaged.  Will allow for 

further development of vacant land

Evaluating the Action

Losses avoided

(i.e., benefits)

Neighborhood will no longer be cut off by floodwaters eliminating the dangers for 

residents and emergency personnel due to inaccessibility during flooding.  

Cost estimate  $100,000.00 

Cost effectiveness

(i.e., benefit/cost)

Cost effectiveness is evaluated by comparing "temporary fixes" with a permanent 

solution.  The Town could continue to use staff and materials to fill in washed out 

sections of the road at substantial expense (approx. 1,000 each time and $5,000 for a 

flooding event) By elevating the road, the cost savings would be realized within 5-7 years.

Technical Technically Feasible.  Problem solved for the long-term 

Political No political issues

Legal No legal issues

Environmental No adverse effects on the environment.  Culverts will be sized to allow for waters to pass 

under roadway

Social Dose not adversely affect any particular social group.

Administrative capability Town highway department capable of completing the work in its entirety

Local champion Residents of neighborhood

Other community objectives Will enable complete access to northern portions of the Preserve and State Park

Implementing the Action

Priority HIGH

Local planning mechanism FLOODPLAIN ORDINANCE

Responsible party SUPERVISOR

Potential funding sources GRANTS AND IN-KIND SERVICES

Time line 5 months

Reporting on Progress

Action progress status New action proposed in 2015

Action Worksheet 
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Your plan name Ulster County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Your community name TOWN OF NEW PALTZ

Community action number TOWN OF NEW PALTZ #3

Assessing the Risk

Hazard(s) addressed All Hazards

Risk finding During Sandy power outages disabled the municipal highway fuel depot and garage.  Fuel 

shortages were widespread through out the region.

Describing the Action 
Action category Infrastructure/structure

Action type Protect structure and infrastructure critical facilities

Action description Highway Department and Fuel Depot, will be equipped with reliable photovoltaic systems 

with battery backup and secondary backup of a fossil fuel run generators to recharge 

depleted batteries and maintain fuel pumps, mechanic equipment and lighting. If 

roadways are blocked, personnel unavailable for fuel replenishment or, in the case of 

Hurricane Sandy, fuel shortages that reach as far as New Paltz borders then a stand-alone 

generator will not be a reliable backup to keep the buildings up and operational. 

Existing, future &/or NA Addresses existing buildings

Evaluating the Action
Losses avoided

(i.e., benefits)

Continuation of essential services for 14,000 residents and businesses in the event of 

prolonged power loss.

Cost estimate  $215,500.00 

Cost effectiveness

(i.e., benefit/cost)

Highway department provides essential services for the entire municipality and must be 

kept up and running to clear roadways/downed wires for emergency and utility vehicles is 

considered part of emergency services and designated essential personnel.  Staff is 

expected to mobilize and report to work 24/7 as a matter of public health and safety.  

Although they monitor the weather and prepare for weather emergencies in advance by 

fueling up vehicles and generators for the Gasboy® operated fuel tanks, the highway 

building has no electrical backup system.  At times staff has reported to work and enters 

a dark building in order to mobilize plows and response vehicles. In the event of back to 

back natural or man made disasters, there is no way to anticipate the length of the public 

emergency and man hours necessary to re-establish/open up  blocked transportation 

routes, remove debris from roadways, and manage other matters of public safety. 

In addition to fueling highway vehicles, the Gasboy® fuel depot is used for police, transfer 

station, building & grounds and water & sewer vehicles.  An antiquated, mobile 

generated is currently being used to run the depot during power outages.

Technical Technically Feasible.  Problem solved for the long term.

Political No political issues

Legal No Legal issues

Environmental No adverse effects on the environment.  Renewable energy source in line with the towns 

Zero Waste commitment

Social Does not adversely affect any particular social group.  Encourages the use of solar energy.

Administrative capability 1 person needed to administer the project

Local champion Re-use center supervisor

Other community objectives Will have fuel source available for all emergency responders, school district and SUNY if 

needed.

Implementing the Action
Priority HIGH

Local planning mechanism NEW PALTZ EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN

Responsible party SUPERVISOR

Potential funding sources Grants and In-kind services

Time line 6 MONTHS

Reporting on Progress
Action progress status New action proposed in 2016

Action Worksheet 
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Your plan name Ulster County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Your community name TOWN OF NEW PALTZ

Community action number TOWN OF NEW PALTZ #4

Assessing the Risk

Hazard(s) addressed FLOODING

Risk finding EMERGENCY VEHICLE ACCESS IS CUT OFF TO WESTERN PORTIONS OF THE WALLKILL 

RIVER DURING A FLOOD

Describing the Action 
Action category INFASTRUCTURE

Action type FLOODING

Action description RECONSTRUCT THE APPROACH TO THE RAIL TRAIL BRIDGE FROM SPRINGTOWN ROAD 

TO REINFORCE THE ACCESS ROAD AND PROVIDE EMERGENCY VEHICLES MEANS OF 

CROSSING THE WALLKILL DURING STORM EVENTS TO ACCESS THE WESTERN PORTION 

OF THE COMMUNITY.

Existing, future &/or NA ADDRESSES EXISTING STRUCTURE, STABILIZES HISTORIC STRUCTURE

Evaluating the Action
Losses avoided

(i.e., benefits)

DECREASES THE VULNERABILITY FO THE RAIL TRAIL BY STRENGTHENING THE BRIDGE 

APPROACH, THE ASSET'S ABILITY TO FUNCTION DURING A STORM IS IMPROVED BY 

ALLOWING UNINTERRUPTED EMERGENCY VEHICLE ROADWAY ACCESS.

Cost estimate  $250,000.00 

Cost effectiveness

(i.e., benefit/cost)

RECONSTRUCTING THE SPRINGTOWN ROAD RAIL TRAIL APPROACH WOULD PROVIDE 

AN ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY ACCESS ROUTE TO THE WESTERN PORTION OF THE 

COMMUNITY FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE.    RECONSTRUCTION WOULD REDUCE 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TIMES AND PROVIDE A MORE EFFICIENT ACCESS TO THE 

WESTERN SIDE OF NEW PALTZ PROVIDING SAVINGS IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

EXPENDITURES.

Technical TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE.  RECONSTRUCTED BRIDGE APPROACH IS LIKELY TO HAVE A 

USEFUL LIFE OF 50+ YEARS, WOULD REDUCE EMERGENCY RESPONSE TIMES AND 

PROVIDE A MORE EFFICIENT ACCESS TO THE WESTERN SIDE OF NEW PALTZ.

Political NO POLITICAL ISSUES

Legal NO LEGAL ISSUES

Environmental NO ADVERSE EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT

Social DOES NOT ADVERSLEY AFFECT ANY PARTICULAR SOCIAL GROUP.  CONTINUES ACCESS 

TO THE LAND TRUST'S OPENS SPACE VIA WALKING AND BIKING. 

Administrative capability REQUIRES 2 PERSONS TO ADMINISTER THE PROJECT

Local champion TOWN SUPERVISOR AND RESIDENTS OF SPRINGTOWN ROAD

Other community objectives THE PROJECT WOULD BENEFIT THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY AND POTENTIALLY ADJACENT 

COMMUNITIES BY CREATING AN EMERGENCY CROSSING OVER THE WALLKILL RIVER 

VIA SPRINGTOWN ROAD.  

Implementing the Action
Priority HIGH

Local planning mechanism NEW PALTZ EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN

Responsible party SUPERVISOR

Potential funding sources NY RISING 

Time line 6-12 MONTHS

Reporting on Progress

Action progress status NY RISING FUNDING APPROVED, RFQ REVIEWED, TOWN BOARD ACCEPTED BID FOR 

ENGINEERING

Action Worksheet 
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Your plan name Ulster County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Your community name TOWN OF NEW PALTZ

Community action number TOWN OF NEW PALTZ #5

Assessing the Risk

Hazard(s) addressed FLOODING

Risk finding POTENTIAL LOSS OF LIFE AND REPETITIVE PROPERTY DAMAGE

Describing the Action 

Action category INFRASTRUCTURE

Action type FLOODING

Action description PROVIDE THE PROPERTY OWNERS WITH THE ABILITY TO VOLUNTARILY SEEK 

ACQUISITION FROM THE COMMUNITY AT A FAIR MARKET VALUE OF THE PROPERTY 

PRIOR TO AN EVENT

Existing, future &/or NA ADDRESSES EXISTING STRUCTURES

Evaluating the Action

Losses avoided

(i.e., benefits)

DECREASES THE REPETITIVE LOSS  AND VULNERABILITY OF OCCUPANTS BY REMOVING 

THEM FROM HARM'S WAY FOREVER.  

Cost estimate  VARIES

Cost effectiveness

(i.e., benefit/cost)

DECREASES THE REPETITIVE LOSS  AND VULNERABILITY OF OCCUPANTS BY REMOVING 

THEM FROM HARM'S WAY FOREVER.  

Technical TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE AS THIS IS A VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

Political NO POLITICAL ISSUES

Legal THE TOWN WILL SUPPORT ALL REQUESTS FOR ACQUISITION ON ANY PARCEL LOCATED 

WITHIN THE HAZARD AREA THROUGH NON-FUNDING ACTIONS

Environmental NO ADVERSE EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT.  WILL RESTORE SFHA TO NATURAL 

HABITAT.

Social DOES NOT ADVERSELY AFFECT ANY PARTICULAR SOCIAL GROUP AS IT IS A VOLUNTEER 

PROGRAM.  CREATES ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE AND PROTECTED AREAS, PARKS AND 

RECREATION WITH THE TOWN

Administrative capability REQUIRES 1- 2 PERSONS TO ADMINISTER THE PROJECT

Local champion TOWN SUPERVISOR AND RESIDENTS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS

Other community objectives THE PROJECT WOULD BENEFIT THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY BY ELIMINATING THE NUMBER 

OF AFFECTED PERSON AND PROPERTY WITH THE SFHA . IT WOULD REDUCE THE NEED 

FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAMS DURING AN EVENT.

Implementing the Action

Priority HIGH

Local planning mechanism NEW PALTZ EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN

Responsible party SUPERVISOR

Potential funding sources NON-FUNDED, GRANTS AND LANDOWNER RESPONSIBILITY

Time line GRANT FUNDING WILL BE PURSUED ON AN ONGOING BASIS, WITH PROJECT 

IMPLEMENTATION IF AND WHEN GRANT FUNDS ARE RECEIVED

Reporting on Progress

Action progress status ONE REQUEST PENDING

Action Worksheet 
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Your plan name Ulster County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Your community name TOWN OF NEW PALTZ

Community action number TOWN OF NEW PALTZ #6

Assessing the Risk

Hazard(s) addressed FLOODING

Risk finding POTENTIAL LOSS OF LIFE AND REPETITIVE PROPERTY DAMAGE

Describing the Action 

Action category INFRASTRUCTURE

Action type FLOODING

Action description PROVIDE THE PROPERTY OWNERS WITH THE ABILITY TO VOLUNTARILY SEEK FUNDING TO 

ELEVATE EXISTING STRUCTURES TO CURRENT FEMA STANDARDS

Existing, future &/or NA ADDRESSES EXISTING STRUCTURES

Evaluating the Action

Losses avoided

(i.e., benefits)

DECREASES THE REPETITIVE LOSS  AND VULNERABILITY OF OCCUPANTS BY MAKING 

CHANGES TO THE EXISTING BUILDINGS TO CONFORM WITH THE CURRENT FEMA 

STANDARDS FOR STRUCTURES LOCATED WITHIN THE SFHA

Cost estimate  VARIES

Cost effectiveness

(i.e., benefit/cost)

DECREASES THE REPETETIVE LOSS  AND VULNERABILITY OF OCCUPANTS 

Technical TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE AS THIS IS A VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

Political NO POLITICAL ISSUES

Legal THE TOWN WILL SUPPORT ALL REQUESTS FOR ADMINISTRATION AND GRANT FUNDING 

FOR ELEVATIONS THROUGH NON-FUNDING ACTIONS

Environmental NO ADVERSE EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT. 

Social DOES NOT ADVERSLEY AFFECT ANY PARTICULAR SOCIAL GROUP AS IT IS A VOLUNTEER 

PROGRAM. 

Administrative capability REQUIRES 1- 2 PERSONS TO ADMINISTER THE PROJECT

Local champion TOWN SUPERVISOR AND RESIDENTS OF AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD

Other community objectives THE PROJECT WOULD BENEFIT THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY BY ELIMINATING THE NUMBER 

OF AFFECTED PERSONS AND PROPERTY WITH THE SFHA.  IT WOULD REDUCE THE NEED 

FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES AND TOWN PERSONNEL DURING AND AFTER AN EVENT

Implementing the Action

Priority HIGH

Local planning mechanism NEW PALTZ EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN

Responsible party SUPERVISOR

Potential funding sources NON-FUNDED, GRANTS AND LANDOWNER RESPONSIBILITY

Time line GRANT FUNDING WILL BE PURSUED ON AN ONGOING BASIS, WITH PROJECT 

IMPLEMENTATION IF AND WHEN GRANT FUNDS ARE RECEIVED

Reporting on Progress

Action progress status DISCUSSION ON POTENTIAL TAX CREDITS FOR ELEVATED STRUCTURES

Action Worksheet 
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Your plan name Ulster County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Your community name TOWN OF NEW PALTZ

Community action number TOWN OF NEW PALTZ #7

Assessing the Risk

Hazard(s) addressed Flooding

Risk finding Inability for emergency services to reach residents during flooding on Cragswood Road 

because the collector road floods cutting off access.

Describing the Action 

Action category Infrastructure project

Action type Floodproofing

Action description Clear, grade, re-build and install culverts to historic road which will connect that portion 

of the dead end at Cannan Road to Cragswood Road allowing access to mature 

neighborhood.

Existing, future &/or NA Will allow existing structures to be re-build if substantially damaged.  Will allow for 

further development of vacant land.

Evaluating the Action

Losses avoided

(i.e., benefits)

Neighborhood will no longer be cut off by floodwaters eliminating the dangers for 

residents and emergency personnel due to inaccessibility during flooding.  

Cost estimate  $100,000.00 

Cost effectiveness

(i.e., benefit/cost)

Decreases the repetitive loss and vulnerability of occupants by removing them from 

harm's way forever.  

Technical Technically Feasible.  Problem solved for the long term 

Political No political issues

Legal No legal issues

Environmental No adverse effects on the environment.  Culverts will be sized to allow for waters to pass 

under roadway.

Social Dose not adversely affect any particular social group.

Administrative capability Town highway department capable of completing the work in its entirety

Local champion Residents of neighborhood

Other community objectives Will enable complete access to northern portions of the Preserve and State Park

Implementing the Action

Priority HIGH

Local planning mechanism FLOODPLAIN ORDINANCE

Responsible party SUPERVISOR

Potential funding sources GRANTS AND IN-KIND SERVICES

Time line 5 months

Reporting on Progress

Action progress status New action proposed in 2017

Action Worksheet 
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